
The Milwaukee 7 region, known as “The Machine Shop of the World”, has a long manufacturing 
legacy as a powerhouse of the 20th century industrial economy. Today, manufacturing in the region 
provides 149,300 jobs, or 15.8% of regional employment, making the Milwaukee 7 region second 
for manufacturing density among the top 50 U.S. manufacturing regions. Manufacturing jobs are 
a core rung on the region’s ladder of opportunity – paying 31% more than the average job in the 
region. The M7 region is well underway in implementing a collaborative infrastructure to address 
the manufacturing strengths, gaps and opportunities in the region.  IMCP initiatives include:
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Manufacturing Productivity Center
To help the region’s manufacturing companies maintain their 
competitive advantage in the 21st Century, the Milwaukee 7 Regional 
Economic Development Partnership and its Next Generation 
Manufacturing Council, in collaboration with the Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation (WEDC), are proposing the creation of 
a new regional manufacturing center of excellence:  The Center 
for Transformational Productivity. Market and industry driven, the 
new Center’s mission is to quickly move the needle on competitive 
manufacturing productivity in the region. Modeled after the nationally 
recognized Wisconsin Profitable Sustainability Initiative (PSI) from the 
Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership (WMEP), the Center’s 
goal is to improve bottom-line profitability through best-in-class models 
and initiatives that can lead to productivity gains of 40% or more.
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Mid-West Energy Research Consortium
M-WERC is establishing the Midwest region as the national leader in 
the energy, power and control sectors. Headquartered in Milwaukee, 
M-WERC’s $9.6M Energy Innovation Center brings together industry 
and academic scientists, engineers and business leaders to conduct 
joint research, jump-start innovative technologies, commercialize 
prototype products and nurture startups. M-WERC’s members include 
more than 100 of the nation’s top research and technical colleges, 
universities, and corporations directly involved in the energy, power 
and control industries. It recently launched WERCBench Labs, a new 
three-month, immersive, mentor-driven incubator program for startups 
and entrepreneurs.

The Water Council
The Milwaukee region has quickly become recognized as a world hub 
for water research, education and economic development. The Water 
Council is headquartered in Milwaukee, the heart of the most densely 
populated water-technology business cluster in the U.S. Its new $22M 
Global Water Center is a state-of-the-art water business and research 
accelerator serving the organization’s 150+ members. The new Global 
Water Technology Business Park located across the street is a mixed-
use, urban office, educational research and technology zone focused 
on the international water industry that serves as a global showcase for 
water management. The Water Council’s BREW business accelerator 
is in its third year, with 20 startups now located at the Global Water 
Center focused on solving global freshwater challenges.

FaB Wisconsin – Food & Beverage Network 
FaB Wisconsin is the state’s food and beverage industry cluster 
consortium, headquartered in Milwaukee. FaB and its 120+ members 
support food and beverage industry growth and awareness, with 
a focus on food, beverage, ingredient, equipment and packaging 
manufacturing. FaB is partnering with Milwaukee Area Technical 
College to open a Food Maker School in Fall 2016 that will offer a 
state-of-the-art pilot plant and laboratories to develop the region’s next 
generation of talent and industry innovators. FaB’s new accelerator 
program, FaBcap, is a one-year incubator that offers business and 
financial coaching to start-ups and fast-growing companies.

2



3

Talent Partnership 
The Milwaukee 7 Talent Partnership is aligning regional talent 
resources with high-growth industry clusters to produce a stronger, 
more agile workforce. The Partnership is an industry-led, demand-
driven, data-powered and outcomes-based effort to develop rapid 
responses to employer needs, increase the number of apprenticeships 
and internships, and expand upskilling programs. The group’s 
Manufacturing Careers Partnership has been recognized as a 
national model for developing, qualifying and attracting a pipeline of 
manufacturing talent and career pathways to meet industry needs.

Racine’s Machinery Row
Racine’s Machinery Row is the initial phase of redevelopment of the 
City’s RootWorks redevelopment project area. The project has received 
$9M in state Historic Preservation Tax Credits, along with grants from 
the EPA and others. The City has also created a tax increment district 
to complete the public improvements and remediation. One of two 
large buildings will be converted to mixed use, with renovations starting 
in late 2015. The other building is being considered for a hotel project.  

Milwaukee’s 30th St. Corridor/Century City
The Redevelopment Authority of the City of Milwaukee is working 
with local, state and federal partners on a plan to redevelop the 30th 
Street Industrial Corridor on Milwaukee’s near north side. The City 
of Milwaukee is in the midst of an ambitious effort to transform the 
Corridor into a major modern employment center and economic hub. 
The Corridor encompasses an 880-acre area and includes a range of 
distinct neighborhoods and the new Century City Business Park. 
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Global Trade & Investment
Today, exports account for 80% of southeast Wisconsin’s average 
annual regional growth of 2.7%, making is critical to invest in the 
export-driven sectors of the region’s economy. The Milwaukee 7 
has established a core team of dedicated regional, state and federal 
partners as part of the region’s participation in the Brookings Global 
Cities Initiative to help companies tap into resources to start or expand 
their exports. The early success of the export effort has led to the 
region being selected to take part in the next phase of the Brookings 
program, focused on foreign direct investment. 


